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        Barreto

Hist of Econ Thought

Marx’s Capital
Put your name in the space above. Open and read Chapter X: The Working Day and answer the questions below by typing in your answers after each question. Please use complete sentences. Print out this document with your answers and bring it to class (along with the Working Day). These questions are a reading guide and the answers are in the corresponding section. Answer the questions as you read the Working Day and don’t forget to look at a few footnotes! (No one has ever been able to read them all. 😊)
Delete this sentence and the text above before you begin.

Section 1: The Limits of the Working Day


What is the maximum length of the working day?

 
What is the minimum length of the working day?


Why do capitalists want to increase the working day?


What determines the length of the working day?

Section 2: The Greed for Surplus Labour: Manufacturer and Boyard


What the heck is a ‘boyard’?

Give one example of how capitalists try to lengthen the working day in



agricultural work:


If this is about capitalist exploitation, why does Marx focus on agriculture? 
Section 3: Branches of English Industry without Legal Limits to Exploitation


Give three specific examples of how vicious capitalism can be:



1)



2)



3)

Section 4: Day and Night Work: The Relay System


What is a relay system?


What is Marx’s problem with the relay system?

Section 5: The Struggle for a Normal Working Day

What does “mutato nomine de te fabula narratur” mean?

How does Marx use this phrase in the text—what does he actually mean?

Along with other materials I have shown you, Marx’s Working Day makes it crystal clear that British urban life during the heyday of the Industrial Revolution was, in fact, absolutely horrible for many people. Marx wants to connect the dots by saying that capitalism caused these unconscionable
 conditions and the inexorable (you know what this means 😊) outcome was its violent death. How would a defender of capitalism rebut Marx’s argument that capitalism was unsustainable and would certainly implode?
Note: You can’t say, “It wasn’t really that bad.” It was really, really bad. Really. Bad. So, think of something else to say. Can’t wait to hear what you come up with!
This is not meant to be an essay. Just a paragraph, a few sentences, is all I need. Try to come up with a decent defense whether or not you actually believe it. 
� You should look this up if you do not know what it means.





Page 2 of 2

