
As you read The Worldly Philosophers and learn about Malthus and Ricardo, please keep an eye out for the Corn 
Laws. The debate over the Corn Laws is a key episode in the history of economics. 

Also, Heilbroner mentions Maria Edgeworth and suggests she was the first woman to express opinions on 
economics. Her nephew, FY Edgeworth (perhaps you’ve heard of the Edgeworth Box diagram in economics?) 
was a famous mathematical economist and will appear in The Worldly Philosophers in an upcoming chapter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Edgeworth  

On p. 86, Heilbroner mentions that Malthus had a speech impediment, but here is a better description: 

 

 

 

Source: Meier, Biography of a Subject: An Evolution of Development Economics 

Harriet Martineau might have been the first woman sociologist. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Martineau  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Edgeworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Martineau

